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SUBJECT,; REPORT OF MEETING WITH LE DUO THO ANp HA VAN LAU 
SAIGON DELIVER AT. OPENING OF BUSINESS 

A^D^^FTY^MrmtrL^StP 0 AND ,{A VAN LAU POR' THREE 'HOURS • 

^ minutes THIS MORNING AT OUR PLACF IN SCFAffX 

AND J an ^WER p P ArJi? M SI!Mf ENGEL WERE WSSENT ON OyR^SIDE^THO 

»« mespaeftll^^^IJrKISgJ MINH UY * H1EN ' ABD 

TO"0(m E Rr#t!M? I «Sb T i D MM2»» AU TOR C 0«'I«S AND- RESPONDING ■ 

TOLLOWInI sTATeSeNT^ MEErtNa . pl ».MPTLY J I OPENED WITH THE • 

. how"we E can V beI? U move T our KSKhIad™ T* r * nK Y0U 

THEM JOR 0F TKE UNtTE0 is’tATES ON 

s ff r?ysMi ,s ?SISHSi^-™ 5Af "* L ™«V s “ ulT “ CLEAR 

se ss «;:SI{5.r“«* « »aJ *a3' ! 


ARY SESSIONS 


PR0POSAL M OF G fHr F R?pm! i ?p P n2 P0SALS ' FR0M THE SI|X-'P0I»T 
PRESENTATION OF YOIIR^tIm A WD FR0M Y P UR SIDE'S 

ONE IS THE GnF<fTTrtM%c> E Tu£ 0I ?I S ' WE FACE TW0 B ^SIC ISSUES* 
•FORCES FR0 M^uth°vIETmIm E 0 ? N0N *4uTH VIETNAMESE'* 

POL I y I CAU° SETTUEMeSr-fl S*a5_tlT « E V I ET NA ] 
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6. "IN ADDITION TO THESE TWO QUESTIONS, THERE ARE A NUMBER 
OF OTHER IMPORTANT RELATED ISSUES WHICH ALSO EMERGE FROM 
•THE PROPOSALS FOR PEACE MADE BY PRESIDENT . NIXON, FROM THE 
SIX-POINT PROPOSALS OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM, AND FROM 
YOUR SIDE'S TEN-POINT PROPOSALS. THESE PROBLEMS, WHICH 
ALSO NEED TO BE DISCUSSED AND SOLVED AS PART OF AN OVERALL 
SETTLEMENT, INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING i 
A) DMZ: 

B> PRISONERS OF WAR} .*•••• 

C) RESPECT FOR ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF THE GENEVA 
ACCORDS OF 1954 AND 1962? 

D> REUNIFICATION 

E> INTERACTIONAL SUPERVISION AND VERIFICATION <IM 
'CONNECTION WITH FORCE WITHDRAWAL, ELECTIONS, CEASE-FIRE 
AND OTHER AGREED PURPOSES)} AND 

F> ISSUES ’IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE WAR— GUARANTEES 
FOREIGN BASES, FOREIGN MILITARY PRESENCE, ALLIANCES, ' 
■NEUTRALITY, RELATIONS BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM, 
REGIONAL COOPERATION. ■ 


7. "NOW THAT BOTH SIDES HAVE PRESENTED SPECIFIC PROPOSALS \ 

FOR A PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT, WE SHOULD BE ABLE AT LEAST TO •; 

IDENTIFY THE PRINCIPAL QUESTIONS INVOLVED AND AGREE ON A 
BUSINESSLIKE WAY OF DISCUSSING THEM. I HAVE J 1ST TRIED TO .5 
SUGGEST LOGICAL ARRANGEMENT OF -QUESTIONS FOR pISCUSSION. ’; 

YOU MAY HAVE OTHER SUGGESTIONS. IN ANY CASE, >IT SHOULD BE- < 

QUITE CLEAR THAT, HOWEVER WE. DECIDE TO PROCEED* EITHER SIDE. 

.WOULD BE ABLE TO RAISE ANY SUBJECT IT WISHES,’ 1 

\ ’ 

8. " THAT BRINGS ME TO THE SECOND 1 ASPECT .OF WHAT I WANT 

TOSAY HERE TODAY. IN ADDITION TO IDENTIFYING THE QUESTIONS 
BEFORE US, US, WE i-ALSO SHOULD" DECIDE WHAT;- IS THE MOST ORDERLY. 
.AND EXPEDITIOUS WAY TO DISCUSS THEM, WE HAVE ALREADY BEGUN . 
TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON EACH OTHER'S PROPOSALS AT THE LAST TWO , 
PLENARY SESSIONS OF THE PARIS MEETINGS. WE BELIEVE THAT !i 

THESE DISCUSSIONS ARE USEFUL AND SHOULD BE CONTINUED. i; 

9. "BUT WE ALSO BELIEVE THAT SERIOUS DISCUSSION AND FRANK 1 

EXCHANGES OF VIEW REQUIRE PRIVATE MEETINGS. T|HERE ARE A 
NUMBER OF WAYS IN WHICH PRIVATE MEETINGS CAN BE ORGANIZED} ; 
AND WE ARE FLEXIBLE AS TO HOW THIS IS DONE, LOOKING AT ; 

THE QUESTIONS' WHICH MUST BE DEALT WITH, IT SEEMS TO US THAT 
CERTAIN QUESTIONS CAN BE DISCUSSED PRINCIPALLY ON A BILATERAL-: 
BASIS. OTHERS MAY BE PROPER SUBJECTS FOR :OISOUSSION IN A . C 
WIDER FORUM. . ’ i 

J i 

10. "THUS, THE SUBJECT OF WITHDRAWAL OF NON-SOUTH . ' 

VIETNAMESE FORCES CONCERNS THE UNITED STATES AND THE DRV 1 

MOST DIRECTLY AND SHOULO BE DISCUSSED BETWEE*J US, THE J 

• INTERNAL POLITICAL • SETTLEMENT IS A MATTER FOR THE -SOUTH j 

VIETNAMESE THEMSELVES TO DETERMINE AND SHOULD BE OEALT 

WITH PRIMARILY BY THE GVN ‘ AND THE NLF* ’’ ; \ 
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1 1 * "WE PROPOSE THAT THE ' PARTIES CONCERNED BEG IN PRIVATE 
•DISCUSSIONS OF THESE -TWO QUESTIONS IMMEDIATELY. DISCUSSION 

• OF WITHDRAWALS AND OF POLITICAL SETTLEMENT' CAN TAKE PLACE 

AT THE SAME TIME. \ 

12, " WE SHOULD NOT CONFINE OURSELVES TO DISCUSSIONOF i 

THESE TWO ISSUES ALONE, HOWEVER. WHILE THOSE DISCUSSIONS . : 
ARE PROCEEDING, WE COULD ALSO BE DISCUSSING THE OTHER ; 

. QUESTIONS AND ISSUES IN WHATEVER" FORUM WE AGREE- IS MO.ST !; • 

APPRO PiR IWE. WE SHOULD FEEL FREE TO PASS FROM ONE ITEM .! 

. TO; ANOTHER AS' THE SiTUAT 1.0 N ' SEEMS TO REQUIRE, IN ORDER TO ' 1 
ENSURE THAT NONE' OF £HE ISSUES ‘IS EXCLUDED. FROjl DISCUSSION,:? 

. 13. "THESE ARE OUR PRELIMINARY -THOUGHT OfTTHE ?EST WAY TO "5 
ORGANIZE OUR WO'RK t S0 THAT PROGRESS CAN BE MADEj IN THE ;• 

Loi 

• BT 
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^ SUBJECT t REPORT OF MEETING WITH LE DUO THO . A ND j)(A VAN LAU ’ 

■ Saigon deliver at opening of* business '] • 

THE^REPUn? ir'np^titPTM INSULTED WITH THE GOVERNMENT 0 F 
TO PROCFFDT rH V Ti?ffi ANG 7RA7 GOVERNMENT' IS AGREEABLE 
'■THJBKlS? E 5i “2,, 12 l E WAY 1 HAVE. JUST DESCRIBED? OUR 

BEQUEST rN S ORDER D J M i A Lr^, A S^ TH0 HA0 *' ET US T °S DAY AT 0lJR 

; VIEWS OFTHF R UNrT?S kiflpS I? Jr, FURTKER PRESENTATION OF THE 

1 BETWE&S US f T n ,U E ?pf U?lf S J£y ERNME HT * ' ir HAG - AGREED 

SIDF ha n 4 hv?u» H i? PRIVATE MEETING OF MAY 7TH THAT WHEN EITHER 

m HAD ?M w 2ii LD MEET ««««• ft u.s. 

any THHG NEW TO SAY, l HE DRV WAS, PREPARED TO LISTEN* 

TUP tvo fnJn/ p 0R THE POSITION OF THE'U$G CONCERNING ' 
U*S. POqrTr(?M M AT T $blr <3 ,^. ESTIOMS, 1 KAD A ^PEADY PRESENTED THE 
HAD ALRFADY 0 RFPrrrn E t Aii M S?yft' S 5i SrSI0 AN0 THE i DRV DELEGATION 

not ,,: p •r?.??* . LAU SATD tha t today i. had ; 

II T thp 0 pf pL bv *JlVi f!£ J? P -ATi^LSiLNX.ZM STATEMENTS 

W PrWfmsto nr J ni£ii& JL HAD ME NT 10 NED- 0 NLY f|HE' ORDElT^" 
SAID ? !';c TH0UG?fT B TH?r S ?r S nt2^n Nri A WAY 0F DISCUSSING THEM* LAU 

THE CONPFRFNrF^W^Tft^ASp WAG T0 ° E U 3 CFUL * AND IF 
t vo Sn-MT Ap .,tS AS T0 NAKE PROGRESS, THE US SHOULD EXPOUND 

TO Mrs PEGR£ T VI ? W HAni ™ E SG8 ? TANCE 0F TH0SE m3sT ?ONS. 

-EGRcT, I HAD SAID NOTHING NEW THJS 'MORNING • 


SAID NOTHING 


HA ND-VRITTFN ^TATPMc-Mr FL rt° R T0 7K0 » VHO- READ FROM A LONG, 

UPON CERTAIN In ^ Jf2 EN Ju rt °£n ASr ° NALLY PA,,SIN G T0{ ENLARGE 

TAIN POINTS*. THO SPOKE AS FOLLOWS? BEGIN STATEMENT 

X--‘ ‘ • : • ccrpppx. -u-.. 

■■ ' ■; % . \ ■ .• ■ • ' ' y ■■•• ! - DECLASSIFIED " I 

'■ ' ' ■ :v - ■ '■ : j Alacrity t‘ 
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17. PREVIOUSLY, HE AND XUAN THUY HAD ' MET MANY TIMES WITH 
HARR I MAN, AND HE WAS SURE THAT I HAD READ THE MINUTES OF 
THOSE MEETINGS, TODAY, HOWEVER, WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT HE 
HAD HAD DIRECT TALKS WITH ME (SIC). THO SAID HE WANTED TO 
PRESENT AN OUTLINE OF THE GENERAL SITUATION SO I WOULD HAVE 
AN AMPLER VIEW AND ALSO TO EXPRESS HIS VIEWS ON PRESIDENT 
NIXON’S EIGHT-POINTS AND THE NLF ' S TEN-POINTS, FINALLY, 

HE HAD SOME PROPOSALS TO MAKE. 


! 


REVIEWING THE SITUATION, 


THAT AFTER WORLD 


WAR 2 ALL THE OTHER SUPERPOWERS SUFFERED DEFEAT OR 
DEPRESSED ECONOMIES. THE US WAS AN IMPERIAL POWER WHICH 
VIAS VICTORIOUS IN THE WAR AND BECAME THE NIGHTIEST POWER 
IN THE IMPERIALIST CAMP. IN ITS SCHEME TO CONTRF.OL THE WHOLE 
WORLD, THE US SOUGHT BY ALL MEANS, ECONOMIC, POLITICAL, AND 
MILITARY, TO 'EXPAND ITS INFLUENCE THROIJGHOQ THE WORLD SO 
AS TO SEIZE NEW MARKETS AND IMPLEMENT ITS NEQ- COLONIAL I ST 
POLICY. AT THE SAME TIME,' THE US WISHED TO 00. PE WITH' THE 
•SOCIALIST CAMP WHICH HAD TAKEN SHAPE AFTER THE WAR AND WAS 
DEVELOPING MORE STRONGLY THAN EVER, AND THE (|S ALSO WISHED 
TO REPRESS .LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN ASIA, LATIN AMERICA, AND 
AFRICA, * • 

ID, BUT, THO CONTINUED, THE US MET WITH THE QP.PO'SITION OF • 
THE SOCIALIST CAMP AND THE OPPRESSED PEOPLES 'OF THE WORLD 
WHICH WERE RISING UP AND FOR THIS REASON' THE US SUFFERED AN 
F.VE-N GREATER DEFEAT THEN. THE OTHER IMPERIALIST POWERS SINCE 
WORLD WAR 2, THE US HAD MET WITH DEFEAT IN CHINA, KOREA, 
CUBA, AND VIET-NAM DURING THE FIRST WR OF RESISTANCE AGAINST 
.THE FRENCH, IN THIS FIRST WAR Of RESISTANCE AGAINST THE- 
FRENCH , TH US PAID FOR HALF.. THE COST OF CONDUCTING THE WAR,' 
THEN THERE WAS LAOS. AND THE CURRENT WAR.. .. 


20. THE US WAS MEETING ITS GREATEST FAILURE DURING THE 
CURRENT WAR IN VIETNAM. IF WE WERE TO COMPARE THE 
POPULATION AND AREA OF VIET-NAM WITH THOSE ELEMENTS 1 , 

IN OTHER WARS IN WHICH’. THE US HUS PARTICIPATED, THE 
•VIETNAMESE WAR HAS BE$N THE LONGEST AND COSTj-IEST FOR THE 
US AND • THE ONE IN WHICH THE US HAS MET 'ITS BIGGEST ’DEFEAT. 

THE US HAD 200 MILLION PEOPLE, IT WAS THE MIGHTIEST COUNTRY 
IS. THE IMPERIALIST CAMP AND THE RICHEST. IT SENT ITS TROOPS 
TO CARRY OUT AGGRESSION AGA INST- A" COUNTRY WITH ONLY 30 MILLION 
PEOPLE AND A “POOR ECONOMY. BUT THE US HA'S HA) TO MOBILIZE 
OVER 600,000 TROOPS INCLUDING THOSE OF ’ITS A-L1E’S, AND TENS 
OF THOUSANDS OF PLANES, AND MODERN WEAPONS, INCLUDING TOXIC 
CHF.MICALS- -EVERYTHING ! EXCEPT FOR ATOMIC BOMBS. THE US HAD POURED 
OVER 

3 MILLION TONS OF BOMBS ON THE POPULATION OF THE TWO ZONES, 

A BIGGER QUANTITY THAN THEY USED IN ALL OF WORLD WAR 2. ON 
A PER CAPITA BASTS , EACVl VIETNAMESE HAD RECEIVED HUNDREDS OF 
KILOGRAMS OF BOMfeS, AND COUNTING BY SQUARE KILOMETERS, EACH 
SQUARE KILOMETER HAD RECEIVED AT LEAST TEN T5N.S OF B0M3S. . 


Ar^n CT 


« DECLASSIFIED ' 




1 1 a n a n - 


_ \ SECRET _ ' • . 

3 - section 2 oi ? 11 Paris 8112 nodis/paris meetings /plus delto 1793 




wtfwM ™? N n T 2 E !" S7 Tl» SAID THA'T OVER THE 

“ ’£*£? ,s 
n s 'this Ki^J- K ,U u SI R c 0|r TR00RS ™ viepnam: ' 

LN ,HI ? FIGURE WAS FAR FROM ACCURATE* 

il Of‘t5?1.° E n FACT E THE S&riJI-^^P GOTTEN ANYTHING 
;CSPT SUFFERING 


AMft VAImily --- GOTTEM nothing .out of it 
AND MOURNING FOR THE US PEOPLE:. THE US 


i »r BMfTHE” VIEmmsE PBOPUt. THO Ta IDTlJf THE 

!E US 1 HAD MET^HTW Pm R TT?rJi HE NIX ° M CAMPAIGN - AIDMITTED THAT 
;OGE ‘ W1 ™ POLITICAL* .MILITARY AND DIPLOMATIC. FAILURE. 
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THE US IN THE 


it,-,** . ^ wuu.mt.u- t-irr iouu i no run inc, us itv in 

POLITICAL ans social fields which the US HAD NOT 


TTED THAT 
!F THE 

NO MIC FIELDS 


si.mch: world war ii. NIXON, himself had admi 
US’ HAD BEEN SEVERELY ’STRAINED ON ACCOUNT 0 
N0T 0NLY IN THE MILITARY AND. ECO 
BUf ALSO IN THE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL FIELDS* 

' -I 

f?.L ™° SflO THAT THE DISSENSION IN THE POLITIiCAL LIFE OF 
IpLFS W ?y,A?,m?5S 5 EVERaL YEa RS' TO BE HEALED. STHE- AMERICAN 
wppp fpn 1 S£ L y?i N S^ 0LITICrANS * CLERICS, INTELLECTUALS AND OTHERS 
TM? E p£nLr P ™ D DEMANDED' .A PROMPT END TO THIS /IMMO'RAL WAR AND 
THE PROMPT RETURN OF THEIR -SONS AND BBROTHERS.'; . 

l^‘r T ?L V l E I“ NAM W A R had also diminished the us .international 
52!tL A , N 2 THROWN the us into unprecedented ISOLATION* all 
nn5Slfi°X.V NG PE0PLE IN THE WORLD, INCLUDING THOSE IN THE US, 
!Sf.2f ED o T ~ IS WAR AND SUPPORTED. THE VIETNAMESE (PEOPLE'S JUST 
£ A J, J$ E. BUT SO FAR, PRESIDENT NIXON AND THE US ADMINISTRATION 
v*?t»£ 0 ' T „ 0 5£? N LESSONS FROM THE EXPERIENCES OF THE PAST 20 
i.c ?oinr$5H CUUnUY TKE LESSONS. FROM THE FAILURES IN VIET-NAM, 
*M?ft A ?,£555?i ON ACA TNST VIET- NAM HAD LASTED 15 YjEARS. TKE US 
Hwnc^S?nit Y ^F^ ALUAT£0 THE SITUATION IN VIET-NAJM AND HAD NOT ■. 

JHt, VIETNAMESE PEOPLE. THE US HAD' 8|EEN SUBJECTIVE 
DeStSS’ TINl,0USLY COMMITTED ERRORS, AFTER NINE ; YEARS OF 
cfiwISSSFi fi Q £i NST THE FRENCH, THO CONTINUED, iPEACE WAS ' 
T»nnFS- F HV LY REST0RED IN VIET- NAM. AT THAT TlfjE, THE US 
In?V?,2-i Iw E V I EYN AMESE PEOPLE. WERE EXHAUSTED B;Y THE WAR 
eSniu 0 L T iJ E FRENCtt * VIETNAMESE TROOPS REGROUPED FROM THE 
UTpJLiK a I H S«l52 RTK *‘ AND THE US THOUGHT THAT t3e 
THF f n A il?,,o 0 2SI S n lN S0UTH VIET- NAM WERE NEGLIGIBLE. THEN 
Ja WA^<?A rpp P Ti2 E w?H M DICTATORIAL AND FASCIST ADMINISTRATION 
TO HAUP A p??M T S5 c . V iHJ! A 2 ESE:pfi:OPL£ ' THIS P£ R ICq CAN BE SI AD 
PEOP?f £ RMT N r£5 E „2°H FRIGHTFUL PERIOD FOR TH§ VIETNAMESE . ' 
PEOPLE. BUT THE. US. DID. NOT EXPECT THE PEOPLE SOUTH 


x 


ocr^DP 


DECLASSIFIED 
■ I a /$9s?j 




VIET-NAM TO CARRY OUT -THEIR mikl^koUS UPRISING AND TO 
SHATTER THE GRIP OF THE DIEM FASCIST ADMINISTRATION* THEN 
'THF PEOPLE IN SOUTH VIET- NAM, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 
mic. CARRIED OUT RESISTANCE AGAINST THE US SPECIAL WAR. THE 
RATTLES AT AP QAC.AnS-BINH GIA MARKED THE DEFEAT of THE' , 
US SPECIAL WAR. THIS WAS THE FIRST ERROR OF THE US*. THE 
us HAD WRONGLY ASSESSED THE SITUATION AND THE' VIETNAMESE 

PEOPLE. ‘ 


25, THEN, THO CONTI Nl 
BY BRINGING HUNDREDS 
QUANTITIES OF SHELLS, 
TO CARRY ON A LIMITED 
OF SOUTH VIET- NAM. TH 
OFFENSIVES IN 1965-66 
STRATEGIC COUNTER-OFF 
THESE FAILED. THIS HA 
AT THAT TIME GENERAL 
IN ' VIET- NAM* HE RE POP 
SITUATION WAS MOST OF 
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE CAP 

uprising and won am 

IN EVALUATION. FI NALL 


ED* .THE US COMMITTED ITS' SECOND ERROR ' 

OF THOUSANDS OF US TROOPS AMD HUGE 
, BOMBS AND OTHER WEAPONS 

WAR IN THE HOPE OF CRUSHING THE PEOPLE 
iE -US CARRIED OUT TWO DRY SEASON COUNTER**. 

AND 1966-67, WHICH. THE US CALLED " 

■ ENS IVES AND SEARCH AND DVESTROY , BUT 
\D BEEN OUR SECOND MISJUDGEMENT. 
WESTMORELAND WAS COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
?TED TO THE US GOVERNMENT THAT THE 
‘TIMIST1C. BUT AT TET 1968 THE 
?RIED’ OUT A GENERAL OFFENSIVE AND * 
i T VICTORIES. THIS WAS THE THIRD ERROR 
Y WESTMORELAND WAS CALLED BACK TO THE US, 


FOLLOWING iTET 19€8, THO SAID, THE US HAD ' TO CHANGE ' 

ITS STRATEGY AND ADOFT A DEFENSIVE POSITION, REPLACING 
SEARCH AND DESTROY OPERATIONS WITH CLEAR AND HOLD 
OPERATIONS. AFTER THIS TET .OFFENSIVE , THE US ONCE AGAIN . 

MADE AN ERRONEOUS EVALUATION OF THE SITUATION* THE US 
THOUGHT THAT, AS A RESULT OF THE- OFFENSIVE , THE VIETNAMESE- 
PEOPLE WERE EXHAUSTED AND NO LONGER IN A POSITION TO DEFEND 
THFMSFJVFS AND LAUNCH COUNTER-ATTACKS* THEREFORE, AFTER 
THE CESSATION OF OOMQ I NG AGAINST THE DRV, THE US LAUNCHED 
VERY FIERCE SWEEP OPERATIONS IN SOUTH VIET-NAM AND THE 
NUMBER OF B52 BOMBINGS GREATLY INCREASED. BUT THE- US DID NOT 
rxPFCT THF t A t fflCH I -W O - iOF ANOTHER OFFENSIVE. IN THE SPRING OF 
*1969 ONCE AGAIN WE HAD WRONGLY EVALUATED THE SITUATION . . 
AND THER FORE WE HAD SUFFERED GREAT DEFEATS., 

91 THO DA ID THAT IF : WE REVIEW THE PAST \5 YEARS, WE WOULD 
that THE US HAD COMMITTED MANY ERRORS IN VIET-NAM. 
CONCERNING NORTH VIEt-NAM, THE US HAD MOBILIZED A VERY 
POWERFUL AIR FORCE TO DESTROY' THE PEOPLE OF NORTH VIET-NAM. 
FINALLY IT WAS THE US ITSELF WHICH WAS THE PARTY TO SUFFER 
DEFEAT AND THE US HAD TO STOP THE BOMB IMG* IT WAS EVIDENT 
THAT IT WAS ONE MORE ERRONEOUS EVALUATION OF. THE. SITUATION 
AND ONE MORE ERROR ON THE PART OF THE US. • .• 

no TH 0 SAID THAT T HE DRV WONDERED IF THE US AHAD REALIZED, 

; g pfcQgS RV NOW. HE THOUG HT THArWE HAD PARTLY REALIZED - 

t hem : B i it the dkv s t I ll t ho mOEOHM S noi _jwkcluJ-.' 
R EALIZED its ERRORS AND HAL) not YET DRAWN COMPLETE LESSONS. 
FR OM THEM7~ " • 

29 WHAT PROOF DID THE DRV HAVE THE US HAD NOT DRAWN 
LESSONS FROM PAST EXPERIENCE? AT. PRESENT THE US WANTED TO 
WITHDRAW FROM THE VIETNAMESE WAR, BUT STIL REGRETTED IT AND 
WANTED TO DRAG ON THE WAR. THE DRV A.ND THE US HAD BEEN. TALKI 
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FOR OVER ONE YEAR. THE US TOOK FIVE MONTHS TO- STOP 
THE BOMBING AND THREE MONTHS TO SETTLE PROCEDURAL 
QUESTIONS,. FOUR MONTHS HAD ELAPSED SINCE PRESI )ENT NIXON 
HAD- COME TO POWER AND NO QUESTION HAD YET BEEN SETTLED. 
THE DRV WONDERED HOW LONG THIS WOULD DRAG ON, MY WAS . 
THIS THE SITUATION? T HE REASON WAS THAT THE US . • \ 

aUff UGH IT WISH E D TOTiSENGAGE FpoM THE- WAft, (STI LLL 
WANTED TO SETTLE PROBLEMS' FROM A POSITION OF STR EWTH , . 


JHIS WAS WHY THE US, ON THE ONE HAND. WISHE D 
l°L.r p h Y I^^ 1MUM PRESSURE ON THE BATTLEFIELD. THO 


!ITE AN ARTICLI 


TH)E NY' 


TIMES OF MAY 29. HE SAID THAT HE WISHED TO BRIfND THE ' l 
ARTICLE TO OUR ATTENTION, ' EVEN THOUGH WE KNOW (THE FACTS' 7j 
AND THEY KNOW THEM BETTER THAN ANYONE ELSE, BECAUSE HE j- 
WISHED TO SHOW US. THE OPINION OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE • 1 
AS EXPRESSED BY THE PRESS. ACCORDING TO THE NEW YORK . 5 

TINES ARTICLE, US MILITARY PRESSURE HAD GREATLY * -i 

INCREASED SINCE NOVEMBER 1968. OPERATIONS BY US . • i 

TROOPS HAD DOUBLED AND THE PUPPET TROOPS HAD IiNCREASED. J 
THEIR OPERATIONS MANY-FOLD. THUS ,. HO W COULD THE VIET- j 
NAMESE PEOPLE REFRAIN FROM STRIKING BAK IN LEGITIMATE ' ] 

SELF-DEFENSE? “THO SAID. HE REMEMBERED THAT • MANYi US j. 

.SENATORS, AND HARRIMAN AS WELL, HAD MADE STATEMENTS "i 
TO THE EFFET THAT .IN' THE FACE OF SUCH AN OFFENSIVE BY •'] . 

¥L T 2? 0PS * TKERE WAS NO OTHER WAY BUT TO STRIKE BACK, .* -j 
AND THIS WAS LEGITIMATE. •.{ 

‘ ... * » ' * . *<!.** 

51. ON THE' OTHER HAND. THE US WAS SEEKING TO PROLO NG f{ 

THE NEGOTIftTTnMg n M. SETTLING THE VIETNAM PROBLEM IN . ' j 

M . EK TO TRY TO BUY T IME TO ST RENGTHEILAIU), OUfrisULlD ATE ! 
PUPPEt_Afttt Y ANP a hministration: T HISWAS IflHE "V£~ •. i ■ 

™Sl?, AN I 7 ' ATI0N " 0R "VIETNAMIZATIONV OF THE WAR AND A 
CONTINUATION OF NEOrCOLO NI ALISM. •• 

7" ' ■•"X '* j « ~DECLASsiFIED 1 ; • - 

j j f~’~ 

! K./y*r\ i,,n, n. i , 


lun^ n - \ ■> 
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4?., THO SAID HE WISHED TO SPEAK SIMPLY. UNABLE TO SEIZE 
VIETNAM BY MILITARY MEANS, THE US WISHED TO DISENGAGE; 
BUT THE US STILL WISHED TO - JjQLD ON T O VIETNAM BY 
ANOTHERjaEjHOD, THIS POLICY WAS •EVnJTN CEO ' X LEARLY BY 
PRES'IDflET NIKON'S MAY 14 SPEECH, IN THE FIRST PLACE, 
NIXON SAID HE WAS MAINTAINING HIS SO-CALLED COMMITMENT 
TO VIETNAM BY SAYING THAT IF THE 1JS ABANDONED SOUTH 
VIETNAM THERE WAS THE RISK OF MASSACRE. IF THE US • 
•ABANDONED THE PEOPLE PF SOUTH VIETNAM, IT WOULD RISK 
DANGER IN OTHER' AREAS. A GREAT POWER COULD NOT RENEGE 
ON ITS PLEDGES. FROM THIS IT IS CLEAR THAT NIXON HAD 
NOT ABANDONED THE INTENT TO- SEIZE SOUTH VIETNAM, 


1/1 


(i 


3. SECOND, NIXON SPOKE OF "DE-AMERICANIZATION” - 
Of? "VIETNAMIZAT 10 N" OF THE WAR BY CONSOLIDATING THE 
PUPPET ARMY AND ADMINISTRATION., NIXON HAD SAID THE US 
WOULD REINFORCE WOUTK VIETNAMESE FORCES AND EXPRESSED 
SATISFACTION AT THE GOOD PROGRESS IN THIS REGARD. 


34. THIRD, THO CONTINUED, CONCERNING THE WITHDRAWAL OF 
US AND ALLIED TROOPS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM, MR NIXON 
PROPOSED THAT ‘.A NUMBER OF THOSE FORCES BE WITHDRAWN 
WITHIN IZ MONTHS. AS FOR THE REMAINING FORC ES THERE 


M 1 AS FOR 

WO ULD B E NO. TIME L I MIT. I M 
w ON AND fHS US WOULD STAND BESIDE 
TO' HELP THEM FIGHT AND CONTINUE THE 


THE REMAINING 
THE' MEANTIME, 


THE PUPPET ARMY 
WAR AGAINST THE 
PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM. THE US WANTED' THE: WITHDRAWAL 
OF SO-CALLED NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES FROM SOUTH V IETNAM 
SO THAT THE FORC S OF THE NLF WOULD BE WEAKENED AND 


ANNIHILATED 
aKmyT ' 


tillO WOULD" 

Thieu-ky 


BY THE STRENGTHENED AND CONSOltU'ATED PUPPET 

- - ; • : — /-] 

SAID'- NOTHING ABOUT A COALlflON [f 


35. FOURTH, NIXON WAS STILL CLINGING TO TKft THIEU-KY- 
HUQNG ADMINISTRATION ' ~ 

GOVERNMENT, 


, - AM 

HE 1 ' MENTIONED 
ORGANIZE THOSE 


FREE GENERAL ELECTIONS. BUf~~ 
_______ ELECTIONS? WOULD fT BE THE 

HUONG AADMINISTRATION, WRlCH THE ys -CLAIMED 
TO BE CONSTITUTIONAL AND LEGITIMATE? THE PRESIDENT'S . 
STATEMENT WAS VAGUE ON THIS SUBJECT . ‘IN FACT* THE 
INTENTION WAS TO MAINTAIN THE TH IEU-KY-HUONG 

AND US THIS ADMINISTRATION :lfOR ORGANIZING 
IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE- ij yPET C ONST I - 


\ 


US 

administration 

GENERAL ELECTIONS 
TUTION, 


3 6, PERHAP 

ab'ouT 


S* 


jy - — - SOME »* » ■ n i w. 
TION IN ORDER TO 
ELECTIONS 
ftOTX 


THE US WOULD IN TIMt£ BRING . 
CHANGES IN THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 1C0NSTITU - 


THO 


HIP-X. 


i\ 

i 

s 


TF 


AS 


StlTUTION. 


PROVISIONS? 


A MO NOR 
ELECT 10 N5~T?r 
COULD 


ALLOW THE NLF TO PARTICIPATE IN Tg E 


HOW 


GROUP OR PLAYING 
THE FRAMEWORK OF 

mi 


NLF AND THE DRV 


A SUBORDINATE, 
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PUPPET con- 
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37, TWO SAID THAT THE -US EVALUATION' OF THE SITUATION, 

THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE PUPPET ARMY AND ADMINISTRATION, 
AND THE US SCHEMEM TO VIETNAMEZE THE WAR IN ORDER TO 
CARRY OUT NEO-COLONIALISM IN VIETNAM, WERE UNREALISTIC 
SCHEMES SURE TO MEET WITH FAILURE, SHOULD WE CONTINU E 
TO APPLY THIS POLICY f ' THE DRV THOUGHT THAT IT WOULD 
MERELY BE ONE MORE US ERROR. THE DRV WOULD ALSO THINK 

that we had not yet drawn, sufficient lessons from our-'- 

PAST ERRORS, FOR WHICH WE HAD PAID A HIGH PRICE, 


38. IN 1-954 THE US HAD SPENT MUCH MONEY TO RIG^UP 
THE DIEM REGIME, BUT ‘FAILED, THEN THE US HAD TO. CHANGE 
ITS SPECIAL WAR INTO A LOCAL WAR SO AS TO MAINTAIN THE 
PUPPET ADMINISTRATION THAT WE HAD SET UP. AFTER SO 
MANY CHANGES IN PUPPET ADMINISTRATIONS, THE. US HAD. 
REALIZED IT COULD NOT- WIN, -.s’ • •• * * 
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39, THO SAID THAT NOW* ‘ HOWEVER , THE OS WANTED ITO 
WITHDRAW BUT STILL WANTED TO USE THE PUPPET ARMY AND 
ADMINISTRATION TO CARRY OUT US .NEO-COLONIALISM, HOW 
COULD THIS SUCCEED? IT DID NOT SUCCEED IN THE PAST, AND 
NOW IT CERTAINLY COULD NOT, THE SITUATION IN SpUTH VIET- 
NAM NOW IS MUCH DIFFERENT FROM THAT IN 1954. 1)HE NLF 
HAD BECOME A MILITARY AND POLITICAL FORCE WHIQH CANNOT 
BE VANQUISHED, THE THIEU-KY-HUONG ADMINISTRATION WAS 
A MILITARY DICTATORSHIP AND WAS WAR-LIKE AND IjT WAS 
UNPOPULAR. THIS WAS NOT ONLY THE • DRV ’S JUDGMENT, BUT 
THAT OF MANY PEOPLE IN THE US AS WfeLL. THE US 1 
COULD NOT SUCCEED IN STRENGTHENING SUCH AN ADMINISTRA- 


TION NO MATTER HOW MUCH MONEY. BOMBS, AND 
BROUGHT IN , IT WAS JUST LIKE A GRIEVOUSLY 


SHELLS WERE 
'Eld; TTOTT 


NO MATTER HOW MUCH MEDICAL AID HE RECEIVED, HB COULD- NOT 
BE WELL AGAIN, THE MEN IN THE THIEU-KY-HUONG ADMINIS- 


TRATION RELIED ON THE US TROOPS. DOLLARS, ANdIwEAPON S, 
WITHOUT SUCH SUPPORT THEY’ COULD NOT SURVIVE. TjHb ^ 
SAID’ HE THOUGHT THAT WE COULD NOT SUCCEED IF WE RELIED 
ON THE T HI EU-KY- HUONG ADMINISTRATION TO VIETNAMIZE 
•THE WAR AND CARRY OUT NEO-COLONIALISM, NO MATT} Eft ...UQiiL 
LONG THE US PROLONGED ITS STAY IN VIETNAM I N_O r RD_£B 
TO CONSOLIADATE THE PUPPET ARMY AND ADMINISTRAT ION, 


IT COULD NOT SUCCEED IN CONSOLIDATING • THEM. £i|MEER- 
MORg, IF THE “tlS PROLONGED ITS STAY TN VIETNAM; TH E 
WAP: WOULD GO ON, AND THE US WOULD MEET STILL METR E 
DEFEATS, THIS WAS THE EMBARRASSMENT FOR .THE U5» ^ 

THO SAID HE THOUGHT THAT IF- WE WERE WISE ENOUGH, WE 
WOULD DRAW LESSONS FROM PAST EXPERIENCES. 

40. THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE, THO SAID, WERE -OPPRESSED 
PEOPLE AND THEY KNEW COLONIALISM QUITE WELL. THEY UNDER- 
STOOD COLONIAL SCHEMES AND -MANEUVERS . THEY HAD SIGNED 
AGREEMENTS WITH THE FRENCH IN MARCH 1946 AND THE . 
GENEVA ACCORDS OF 1954 AND THOSE OF 1962, AND THEREFORE 
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WEY- HAD HAD EXPERIENCE AND UNDERSTOOD THE SCHEMES AND 
HANEUVERS OF THE COLONIWLISTS. NO MANEUVER COULD DECEIVE 
“KEM. 

U. THE NLF , THO CONTINUED* HAD PUT FORWARD' ITS O.WN 
SOLUTION TO THE SOUTH VIETNAM PROBLEM, WHICH HAS WON 
EHE WIDESPREAD APPROVAL AND SUPPORT OF ALL PEACE AND 
JUSTICE LOVING PEOPLES OF THE WORLD, INCLUDING THOSE IN 
FHE UNITED STATES. THESE PROPOSALS WERE LOGICAL A;ND If 
REASONABLE AND IN KEEPING WITH THE REALITIES IN §OUTH / 

VIETNAM. THEY WERE EVIDENCE OF GOOD WILL AND SERIOUS 
INTENT OF THE NLF TO. SEEK A SOLUTION TO THE SOUTH VIET- 
NAMESE PROBLEM. EVEN THE US HAD JUDGED IT AS SERl'OUS 
*ND WELCOMED IT IN SPITE OF POINTS IN THE SOLUTION WITH 
WICK THE US DID NOT AGREE. ' . ' < 

#2. THO SAID THESE PROPOSALS STARTED FROM THE PRINCIPLE 
0»F RESPECT OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE’S FUNDAMENTAL- 
RATIONAL RIGHTS. THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE WERE DEFINITELY 
NOT THE AGGRESSORS, NOR WOULD THE PEOPLE OF NORTH VIET- 
NAM-EVER BE SENT TO CARRY OUT AGGRESSION AGAINST THE 
PEOPLE. OP SOUTH VIETNAM. THE US WAS THE AGGRESSOR;, 

AND THEREFORE THEY DEMANDED THAT US AND ALLIED TROOPS 
SE WITHDRAWN FROM SOUTH VIETNAM WITHOUT POSING- ANY 
CONDITIONS. THIS WAS A LOGICAL DEMAND WHICH HAD ITS 
OWN REASON. | 

43 • THEY HAD SAID. THO CONTINUED. THAT THE PROBLEM OF 
VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES IN SOUTH VIETNAM WOULD BET 
SETTLED AMONG THE VIETNAMESE PARTIES IN A LOGICAlf 
A?lP~ REASON ABLE WAY A ND THEY WOULD CREATE CONDITIONS 
IN WHICH THE US COULD WITHDRAW HONORABLY . . 

44. THO SAID THAT IN. THE POLITICAL FIELD, THE. NLF WAS .)[ 

THE AUTHENIC REPRESENTATIVE OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE | 

PEOPLE. THERE WAS AL SO THE SA Tfinfl ADMT NIS TRATION j > 

ALTHOUGH IT REPRESENfED NO' ONE. THEN THERE WERE OTHER- 
PARTIES, RELIGIONS, AND ELEMENTS OF VARIOUS TENDENCIES. 

DURING THE. PERIOD BETWEEN THE RESTORATION OF PEACE AND 
THE ORGANIZATION OF GENERAL ELECTIONS. WHO WILL URGAHTTEE 


EMOCRATIC WAY AND CA 


T A PRO VI 


1 1 1 1 1 ■ ! 1 1 

— HIM 




45. THO. SAID 
PROV 


T WITHOUT 


VERNMENT. NO ONE COULD 


D NOT LET T 


CTIOf 


1 1 1 i i 1 1 mmKsmmm rn 



BY THE LAWS OF THE NLF. . THIS WAS EXPRES 
5 OF THE NLF PROG S 'am T"^* I N~~T HE PERIOD FH, 
AHON OF PEACE TO THE HOLDING OF GENERAL 
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47. THO SAID HE HAD JUST TALKED ABOUT THE TWQ FUNPAtMT ^ 

• QUESTIONS IN THE FR ONT *S TEN« POINT • OVERALL SQL^T . ^ N* 

OTHER PROBLEMS ARISI NG BET WEEN US WOULD ^ " TL T" 

(IN REPLY TO MY ^QUESTION, THO clarified KS u- fl 

REFERRING TO THE FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS OF TRpO ..WITH 
DRAWAL AND POLITICAL SETTLEMENT) » • < • 11 


48. AS FOR OTHER QUESTIONS, THO CONTINUED, THE DRV 
POSITION ON RELATIONS BETWEEN THE DRV AND U. S* HAD BEEN . 
CLEARLY EXPOUNDED. AFTER THE RESTORATION OF PEACE, 
RELATIONS COULD BE EST ABL I SHED rt ^ET WEEN THE US AND 

NORTH VIET- NAM IN At l FIELDS, - ON B JSIS OF [EQUALITY, 
MUTUAL INTEREST, AND .NON-INTERF£RENCE_IN M J^|§Si L T ft F F,s IRS 
. THO THOUSHT THAT THIS WOULD BE MORE TO US, 

WHILE IF WE JUST CONTINUED THE WAR, ^THEW WE :|W.O ; ULD SPEND 
MORE MONEY AND CAUSE MORE MOURNING TO THE U.;S. : PEOPLE 
WITHOUT ANY INTEREST AT ALL* , : 

49. THO SAID THE VIETNAMESE WERE EXPERIENCED IN „ 
DEALING WITH THE FRENCH, WHO HAD DOMINATED THE[ VIET- 
NA-MESE FOR OVER 100 YEARS. THE VIETNAMESE HAg. [FOUGHT • 
THE FRENCH VERY FIERCELY BUT WHEN PROBLEMS BETWEEN THEM 
AND THE FRENCH HAD BEEN SETTLED, THEN THE 'RELATIONS / 
BETWEEN THEIR' COUNTRY AND FRANCE BECAME RELATIONS OF / 
FRIENDSHIP. AND THESE RELATIONS WERE .DEVELOPING, DAY BY 
DAY, AS WE COULD SEE* • 
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50, AS FOR LAOS AND CAMBODIA* THO SAID THE DRV'S POLICY 
WAS CLEAR. THE DRV HAD ALWAYS RESPECTED THE. GENEVA 
AGREEMENTS OF 1962 ON LAOS. THE DRV HAD ALWAYS 
RESPECTED THE INDEPENDENCE, SOVEREIGNTY, NEUTRALITY* 

AND TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF CAMBODIA WITHIN ITS PRESENT 
BOUNDARIES, THEY WANTED SOUTH VIETNAM, A LONG WITH 
CAMBODIA AND LAOS. TO BE IN ^ NEUTRAL AREA. SOUTH VIET- 
NAM WOULD, NOT ACCEPT FOREIGN TR66RS* BASES, MILITARY 
ALLIANCES OF MILITARY PROTECTION FROM ANY COUNTRY* . 

THE SAME, WAS TRUE OF THE DRV* AS STATED IN ITS FOUR 
POINTS, THE DRV DID NOT ACCEPT FOREIGN TROOPS; OR BASES* 
IT HAS NOT ENTERED INTO ANY MILITARY ALLINACES AND HAD 
NOT . ACCEPTED THE PROTECTION OF ANY FOREIGN POJIER, v > 

51, THO SAID THAT THE DRV CONSIDERED THE 10 POINTS OF 
THE NLF TO BE LOGICAL, REASONABLE, AND' SERIOUS* EVIDENCE 
OF GOOD WILL AND IN KEEPING WITH REALITIES. ' 


52. THE U. S, OFTEN SAID, ■ THO CONTINUED* THAT-. IT WAS 
REALISTIC, THEREFORE* THE U. S, SHOULD ADOPT A SERIOUS 
ATTITUDE TOWARD THE NLF'S TEN-POINT PROPOSAL. s THE US 


OFTEN SAID IT WISHED AN HONORABLE WITHDRAWAL. j THE DRV 
NEVER INTENDED TO HUMILIATE US OF COMPEL US TO SURRENDER. 
THE D R V W AN T E D U $_ JfO WITHDRAW IN AN HONORABLE ! WAY BUT 
THO THOUGHT THE GREATEST HOWUR f UR '/HE U. S* WOULD BE < 

JO WITHDRAW FROM SOUTH VIETNAM BECAUSE' THE GLONGER WE 
STAYED IN SOUTH VIETNAM, THE MORE REDUCED OUR j PRESTIGE 
WOULD BE AND THE GREATER THE DISSATISFACTION OF THE • 
AMERICAN PEOPLE.' 'MR. NIXON HIMSELF HAD ADMITTED THAT 
WITHDRAWAL WOULD' BE A POPULAR ACTION BUT TO THE DRVS 
REGRET, MR, NIXON HAS NOT YET CARRIED THIS OUT. 

55* THE FRENCH HAD WITHDRAWN FORM VIETNAM, THEYMV THEY HAD 
NOT LOST PRESTIGE, BUT TO THE CONTRARY* BECOME STRONGER. 
THIS WAS AN EXPERIENCE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT IF WE NOW 
WISHED A PROMPT AND PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF. THE VIET- 
NAM PROBLEM. BUT . IF THE 11. s: RESORTED TO MAXIMUM MILX- f 
T AR Y_, PRESSURE TO DRAG ON THE WAR; THEY HAD NO OTHE R 
AlTERNATlVE BUT TO STRIKE BACK. THIS INVOLVED ItHS I 
LEGITIMATE RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENSE- -OF THE VIETNAMESE 
PEOPLE. • • 1 • 
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54* THO SAID THAT IF THE WAR WERE TO CONTINUE,, THEN 
THERE WERE THE FOLLOW I NS POSSIBILITIES! 

THE WAR WILL DRAG ON IN SOUTH VIETNAM OR IT WILL BE 
EXPANDED TO NORTH VIETNAM ON THE GROUND AND IN THE AIR* 

BUT THE DRV BELIEVES THAT THE UNITED SATES CANNOT WIN A 
VICTORY BECAUSE IT HAS WAGED WAR IN SOUTH VIET-NAM FOR TEN , . 
YEARS AND, NO MATTER HOW LONG IT DRAGS ON, THE UNITED 1 

STATES CANNOT SUCCEED* IN THE DRV’S VIEW, IF THE UNITED 
STATES DRAGS 'ON THE WAR. THEN ITS DEFEAT WILL BE EVE&-&REATER* 

THE UNITED STATES CANNOT CHANGE THE CURRENT SITUATION IN 
VIETNAM WHATEVER MEANS THEY USE, THO SAID. TH^Y WOULD 
CONTINUE TO FIGHT AS LONG AS THE UNITED SATATKS PROLONGS THE WA R. 
55* THO SAID THAT THEY HAD EXPERIENCE IN PROTRACTED WAR AGAINJjI 
THE UNITED STATES AND AGAINST THE FRENCH IN PREVIOUS YEARS* 

THEY WREE RESOLUTE TO WIN INDEPENDENCE AND FREEDOM NO MATTER 
HOW LONG THEY HAD TO FIGHT AND NO MATTER WHAT ’SACRIFICES WERE. 
NECESSARY SINCE THERE WAS NOTHING MORE PRECIOUS THAN INDEPEN- 
DENCE AND FREEDOM* THEIR DETERMINATION TO WIN .INDEPENDENCE IS 
NOT RECENT* IT EXISTED FOR THOUSANDS OF ‘ YEARS ;OF HISTORY, 

BY PROLONGING THE WAR MORE UNITED STATES LIVES AND RESOURCES 
WERE BEING LOST AND THE UNITED STATES GAINED tjOTHING AS A 
RESULT. • • ] • • 

LODGE ! , 
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$6. THO SAID THAT IF THE UNITED STATES WERE TO E<PAHD THE 
WAR TO NORTH VIET- NAM THAT FIRST OF ALL THIS WOU-D NOT BE 
ALLOWED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES AND Of TK S^°5fc?AM 
EVEN THE ALLIES OF THE UNITED STATES DO NOT WANT; AN EXPANSION 
OF THE WAR. SO HOW COULD THE UNITED STATES EXPANp THE WAR TO 
NORTH VIET-NAM? HOWEVER. IF IN SPITE OF THIS OPPOSITION THE 
•UNITED STATES EXPANDED THE WAR . IT COULD NOT WI N : THE WAR ON THE 
GROUND IN NORTH VIET-NAM SINCE IT HAD NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL IN THE 
AIR WAR OF DESTRUCTION AGAINST NORTH VIET-NMA * HpW COULD 
THE UNITED STATES BE SUCCESSFUL IN EXPANDING THE; WAR TO 
NORTH VIETNAM IF IT HAD NOT SUCCEEDED IN FIGHTING 14 MILLION 
PEOPLE IN THE SOUTH? MOREOVER, IN SUCH CONDITIONS THE WAR WOULD 
S8JT BE LIMITED TO VIET* NAM. THE UNITED STATES WO J.LD HAVE TO FACE 
WAR IN THE WHOLE OF SOUTHEAST ASIA AND ITS DIFFICULTIES AND 
DEFEAT WOULD BE GREATER, 

57. THE VIETNAMESE ARE OPPRESSED PEOPLE, THO SAI),. AND . 

THEY HAVE NOT COMMITTED AGGRESSION AGAINST ANYONi. BUT, BEING 
OPPRESSED, THEY HAVE TO BE PREPARED TO FIGHT AGAINST ANY 
EVENTUALITY AND RESIST AGGRESSION. ONE THING THE / ARE 
CONVINCED OF ~* THAT IS THAT THE PEOPLE IN THE UNITED STATES DO 
NOT WANT TO PROLONG OR EXPAND THE WAR. THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE 
ARE THE SAME. THEY JUST WANT PEACE TO BUILD THEH COUNTRY. A 
PEACE IN. INDEPENDENCE AND FRE'EDON. 


5S. WE HAVE BEEN AT THE CONFERENCE TABLE FOR MOR 
YEAR, THO CONTINUED. AMBASSADOR LODGE HAS NOT BE 
LONG BUT, THO SAID, HE -HAD MET WITH HARRIMAN MAN 
HARRIMAN HAD REALIZED THAT THE DRV HAD COME TO P, 
WILL AND SERIOUS INTENT. WETHER THE PROBLEM WAS 
DEPENDED ON THE J JNITEP STATES. IN ORDER TO MAKE 
Ff ? ?■? ^ ^ S § /TRir~DRV|> LIKE THE UNITED" STATES. MUlaTT 
DiScUSSION- OF ALL PROBLEMS. ONLY BY DOING THIS C^ 
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59. TWO SAID THAT HE THEREFORE PROPOSED THE FPL LOW I NG TWO . 
TK1MS: FIRSTLY / T HE NLF HAS PUT EnftUAftD ITS TRM-PO I NT SOLU- 

TION AND THE UNITES STAES HAS PUT FORWARD EIGHT POINTS. 

THE— DRV £EEL£ TH&T IT IS NECESSARY TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS TO COME 
T O AN AGREEMENT ON AL L PROBLEMS MENT IONED IN 'I HE 1LN POINTS OF 

Iggrr: mwm 

MENTIONED IN THE TKN.pniHT cm iiTinw. TU(7(g < 
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60. SECONDLY. ,TH 
NLF* 


8ND OXHERS TWO PARTIES - THE. QUESTION, THEREFORE, . 
?5*S5§ AS TO HOW WE SHALL PROCEED TO SETTLE THESE PROBLEMS 
AT PRESENT THE UNITED STATES IS MfiT VET p rppa i?nn to tai v u 


_ EHT TO 

! SETTLE MATTERS REGARDING SOUTH V1ET-NAM. 

Wl 1 \glOM.P.ARED TO TALK TO THE SAIGON ADMINIST RATION. 

&;gEFg*fc« SHALL WE CONDUC T THE CONFERENCE? ‘ 

St OBSTAC L ES TQ P R OGRESS IN T HIS CO.NFE 
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EM 


T Tr i ' fj Mr m L T j- H I n t i v.d nr . » n i & . u/ m/mu u wu flumwibi KA* 

r5rfS 0U i;?o N0T maintain such an administration or allow » 

AnMTWTl?D^^I^So PE0PLE: 0F SOUTH VIET- NAM WANT £0 CHANGE THAT 

■J°?Jp»TSI 5 A n° 5 . 2 ECAUSE THEY WANT A PEACE CABINET. THEY WANT SUCH 

COMnnrT E i<rJ.fA^L iE ^ S f WSE ™ AT THEY WANT A GOVERNMENT WHICH WILL 

§D J?£°S® I ALKS WITH ™E NLF AND WHICH WILL 

wamtab ^.? PUELTiES AND 0THER DICTATORIAL METHODS. THE 

DEMOCRAT?^/ rlvlryll 0 ^ WKICK WlLL ASSURE AT LEApT THE MINIMUM 

rLEARL R Y T ^TATrn E ?lJ5 S r? 0R ri r , KEIR cmz£NS ‘ THE . F RpNT H AS, 

^L EARLY STATED THAT IT WILL NOT Parttotpatp* tm nnr.u Ail A HM T N I 


a di<u^stration TALK TO THE NL F. ^ 
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^UNISTRAT?nIf H riTlm E T2bL AND THE DRV WANTED TO. SEE SUCK AN. 

FOR NEGOTlATTf!w? ST fp L iu^E J N 0RDER T0 HAVE FAVORABLE CONDITIONS 
FOR Prf.Ct^AUn^rR v.^n~: THERE ^ AN AMllISIHAJiM WHICH STAND S 
TT renL,LS C Lg M . D .. . TO SETTL-R THE PROBLEM' ; AND WHIC H 

^■py H Tir?. N ^r. PEH0CRATTC 5MSH E0 * O P - SOMTH 


APPR O PR I A T E TO SUCH AN ADMINIS T RA T ION. I K ON 

• ABOUT 1 PEA C E^BlJT^COwrr’wiiK'nr i i^ T ^ <l! '^^^ /!l ‘ :i Skl UP WHICH CLAMORED 
METHODS ' ft THFN U THTc N . T f.JSPn D rt I? APPLY DICTATORIAL AND. BELLICOSE 
DRV AND NLF E Com H n S wn? U ADD2A, L /J 5 E A CHANGE IN PERSONNEL AND THE 
SAID THAT WF C HAn D cp? T „2 P £uS V 5 SUCH AN ADMINISTRATION* THOS.. 
RESPONSIBLE C FOR D TT ET Tr P rJ K 5 S lAG0N ADMIN iSTRATipN AND WERE 
■ CHARACTER thSt ull'rlr i LSi S A NATATORIAL AND; BELLICAOSE 
THO ASKFn Tp A uc- W rrt J K ?u R S SP0NSIBILITY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
'8^TES K pEOPiLE W OR F 5pSir T Sp T DSL)f ERE RESP °NSIBLE- T& THE UNITED ’ 
PRESENT P SAIOftM®5nMi8LSfAS{ : ?f ONSIBLE T0 TH0$E P £ 0PEE IW THE 
SETTLE THE I pRftfti A ?2 l ?fm T 2JI 1 ? N ,:r. 1F WE WA NTED PEA P E AND WANTED TO 
UNITED STATFS°PFn2i A J ENSE 0F RESPONSIBILITY TO THE 

SAIGON ADWINr« 5 ?»S?TAM T t£ N ^ £ SH0ULD N °T MAINTAIN THE PRESENT 
not progress! T1 ‘ 1 WE DI0 » THEN THE CONFERENCE COULD 

SA* THE FOREGOING, THO SAID, WERE THE DRV’S' TWO PROPOSALS . 

LODGE * 
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AND THEY WOULD LIKE TO KNOW OUR VIEWS « ONLY BY 
CE THESE TWO PROBLEMS COULD WE INSURE PROGRESS 
ANT) PROCEEO TO- THE DISCUSSION OF SUBSTANTIVE PR0 
IN ORDER TO HAVE RESULTS ♦ . END STATEMENT 

• j 

It* 0 ? AID THAT he }, ao spoken at great length; since this was 

ffi? WITH ME (NOTE i THIS IS INACCURATE SINCE 

THO AND I MET TOGETHER P.RIVATELY ON MAY 7). I THEN 
PROPOSED A BRIEF RECESS. . 

^RESUMING, 1 SAID THAT' I WAS SURE THAT IT WOULD NOT* CO ME* 
f^M?r.?v? PRISlh V0 m LE OUC THO THAT I OID NOT ACCEPT ALL THE . 

2 HAD MADE, r COULD NOT ACCEPT HIS CHARACTERIZATION 

OF THE UNITED STATES AS AN IMPERIALIST POWER, NpR HIS C'ONTNETION 
s££king TO CONTROL. THE WORLD, .NOR THAT WE ARE 
/SCRESSORS AND NEO^COLONIAL ISTS . I SAID THAT I HAD MADE MY 
VIEWS CLEAR ON THESE SUBJECTS MANY TIMES IN. THE' PAST. . - 

• • . . !* • • 

• ! SvfS &r S S- R T0 WKAT HAD 8£fc:N SAID BY .AMBASSADpft LAU, I SAID 
HE WAS RIGM IN SAYING THAT TODAY WE HAD PROPOSED NO NEW ITEMS. 

?y5 SlA S CE * 1HIS WAS -BECAUSE WE WANTED TO IDENTIFY THE 
JJfUES. S' £ HAD ALS0 S H0 WN THAT WE WERE NOT LIMITED TO BILATERAL 
Sno-cJ Al AND THAT WE ARE FLEXIBLE. WHEN WE FIND A WAY TO 
PROCiLO, I WOULD SPEAK ABOUT SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS AND 
- IMKUCuCE NEW ITEMS OF SUBSTANCE. j . 



x : 
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», 'I -THEN REFERRED TO THO'S REMARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT WE 
i,D “SLI' IIP" AND WERE "MAIN'! .AIMING" * THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION, 
" .SO HAPPENED THAT I WAS IN VIETNAM WHEN THE VIETNAMESE 
IHS1 1'IUI ION MAD BEEN CREATED AND ADOPTED AND I COULD ASSURE 
I DUG i'HO HAT WE DID NOT "SET IT UP." I COULD ALSO ASSURE 

SM THAT we do not give the gvn orders. 


9. i THEN SAID*. THEIR SIDE HAD AGREED THAT THE GOVERNMENT 0[ 

IE i.\'AM SHOULD PARTICIPATE IN THE PARIS MEETINGS. THE GOVERNMENT 
* VIE I NAM HAD SENT A DELEGATION HERE AND HAS PARTICIPATES) 
INSTRUCTIVELY IN THE DISCUSSIONS AT THE MAJESTIC. PRESIDENT 
TIED HAS OFFERED TO TALK WITH THE NLF, WITHOUT PRECONDI J IONS-, 
JOuT AN INTERNAL POLITICAL SOLUTION. WE DO NOT $ EC HOW A 
JL I TIDAL SETTLEMENT CAN BE ARRIVED AT WITHOUT TRE FULL 
IKTICIPaTIO-W ANO AGREEMENT OF THE GVN. TO REFUSE TO TALK WITH 
HE GVN IN THE HOPE THAT IT WILL BE OVERTHROWN IS FUTILE AND 
NLY DELAYS PEACE ANO PROLONGS THE WAR. THEREFORE, THE NLF 
MOULD ENTER INTO TALKS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF .VIETNAM WITHOUT 
ELAY, 

IP 


U IF OUR PRESENCE AT THESE POLITICAL NEGOTIAT 
33LPFUL, AND IF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE CONCERNED A 
£ WILLING TO PARTICIPATE, ALONG WITH THRE'.REPRE 
m DRV, IF THAT were also- DESIRED. 


_ NS WOULD BE' 
GHEE , WE WOULD 
BENTATIVES OF 


S>. I THEN SAIO THAT I GATHERED FROM WHAT THO HAP 
ORNING THAT HE DID NOT ACCEPT THE FORMULA FOR P 
flfICll I HAO PROPOSED EARLIER IN THE MEETING. 

0 ASK THO IF THEY WERE ASKING THAT ALL FOUR 


•kTvaTe 

■ofer 


w 


S ESSIONS AT 
DISCUSSED. 


WHICH ALL QUESTIONS RELATEOnGl 
_ THEREFORE -PROPOSED 


SAID THIS 
jUVATE MEETINGS 
THIS PROMPTED M E 
OF JjS MEET IN " 


I SAID THAT. I 

DESIGNATED REPRESENTATIVES OF TJHE 


SmCERENT 
7TST 


ALTERNATIVE that 

STATES', THE REPUBLIC OF*. VIETNAM, 

•WE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM AND THE 
^TIONAL' LIBERATION FRONT MEET TOGETHER IN 


PRIVATE 

. J.r 1 


UNITEO 


SESSIONS, IN 


SUCH SESSIONS .EITHER SIDE COULD RAISE- ANY SUBJECT IT WISHED. 


’&* I POINTED OUT THAT' IN PROCEEDING TO SUCH PR I 
■USHEO TO KEEP OPEN THE POSSIBILITY OF 0ILATERAU 


VATE TALKS WE 
US/ORV TALKS 

IRE NEVER EITHER OF US HAS A MATTER OF COMMON INTEREST TO . 
SAISE.- I SAID THAT THAT CONCLUDED MY STATEMENT BUT I WOULO LIP 
TO ASK AGAIN IF HE WAS ASKING that ALL FOUR OF US MEET IN 
PRIVATE SESSIONS At WHICH ALL MATTERS RELATED -TO A SETTLEMENT 
COULD BE DISCUSSED. . '• 


74. THO SAID. HE WISHED TO REPLY. HE SAID THAT I -DID NOT • 

ACCEPT HIS STATEMENT THAT THE UNITEO STATES IS THE AGGRESS8F 
AND A NCO -COLONIALIST POWER. THE FACTS ARE THE FACTS, HE SAID, 
&UT HE DID NOT WANT TO ARGUE ABOUT THEM HERE BECAUSE MINISTER 
XUAN T HUY HAS SPOKEN AT LENGTH ON THIS SUBJECT. FjOR ONE YEAR. 
SIMILARLY, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION 
WAS SET UP BY THE UNITED STATES OR NOT IS ALSO O.NE WHICH^ 

BOTH HE AND THUY HAD- SPOKEN ABOUT.. THO. SAID . HE WAS .SURE THAT IN 
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' VIETNAk€SE"HI9T0RlANS WOULD NEVER SPEAK- ABOUT THE 

.SAIGON ADMINISTRATION IN TERMS THAT I HAD OESCRIBEO IT, HE 
SAJD HE WAS SURE THAT VIETNAMESE HISTORIANS OF FUTURE 
•GENERATIONS, NOT ONLY HIS CHILDREN, BUT HIS CHILDREN’S CHILOREN 
S^LO NOT SPEAK ABOUT THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION OH ANY OF THE 
OTHER QUESTIONS WE. HAD DISCUSSED IN THE WAY THAT I HAD. SO 
J/JCH, THO SAID, FOR THE. ARGUMENT. _ 

J2c QUESTION OF HOW TO ORGANIZE THE PROCEEDINGS OF 

;,?JL C0 WHENCE, THO CONTINUED, THE DRV WANTS TO SETTLE THE 

PROBLEM PEACEFULLY 1 AND IT HAS PUT FORWARD PROPOSALS. 
MW SHOULD THE CONFERENCE BE' ORGANIZED? THERE IS ONE POINT , 

12° NLF D0£S n° t ACCEPT the Saigon administration 
fl^JOKUNISTmiON ’WHICH IS PREPAREO TO SEEK A PEACEFUL SETTLE 
IJi £ *. P ? i W?LE: REASON that HE HAD ANALYZED. PREVIOUSLY, 

I s * ™ AT THE l£aoers of THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION do not 
JO 3'ETiLE THE WAR. WHAT THE DRV WANTED WAS A SAIGON 
/JMINIS (RATION COMPOSED OF PEOPLE WHO REALLY DESIRE A PEACEFUL 

frl f h£!^ T : naturally, this administration woulB-not' 


w < 


IN THE SAIGON 


Jnf/T K ?tr T NLF * THE NLF ALSO WANTS TO SEE *„ . flw 

FLE ' WH0 Really want serious talk's for r 
settlement of the problem. • . 


LODGE. 
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SUBJECT: REPORT OF MEETING WITH LE DUC THO AN\D HA VAN LAU 
SAIGON DELIVER AT OPENING OF BUSINESS 

76, THO SAID THAT THE PRESENT SAIGON ADMINISTRATION STIFLE^ 
EVERY MANIFESTATION OF FREEDOM AND LIBERTY AN,D SUCH AN 
ADMINISTRATION IS NOT ONLY OPPOSED BY THE NLFj AND THE 
COMMUNISTS BUT BY ALL THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIEjTNAM, ALL 
POLITICAL PARTIES AND GROUPS, AND ALL THOSE WHO WANT PEACE 
AND NEUTRALITY. WITH SUCH AN ADMINISTRATION, iTALKS CANNOT 
BRING ABOUT A SETTLEMENT. AS HE HAD SAiqLBgf CjRE, THE MAIN 




C 8STACLE TO PROGRESS AT. THIS .CONFERENCEfNOg ,If THg~~ 
THIEU/KY/HUONG ADMINISTRATION AND WITHOUT SgljvidB THE 
QUESTION OF THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION IT WAS iOULI TO 
TALK ABOUT HOW TO. ORGAN IZ« HZ CONFERENCE,, ^ 

77. THEREFORE. THO SAID. HE DID NOT PROPOSE PRIVATE MEETINGS 
WITH ~RtX~~FTHlR PARTIES' BE C AUSE THE F RONT PQ K . S NOT 1 

THIS AND THE DRV AGREES WITH THE FRONT* S ATTl'TPg^ J^T, 

T HO SA!D t WAS HIS ANSWER TO MY QUE STION ABOUj T^ImE 
MEETINGS BETWEEN THE FOUR PARTIES AND THAT WAS WHAT .HE__HAp 
TO SAY TO US, ! 


78. THO ADDED THAT WHENEVER WE HAD ANY QUESTIONS TO RAIS E W_IT£ 

THE DRV THEN WE WOULD PROPOSE MEETINGS AND THE DRV WA S 
PREPARED TO MEET WITH US AS WE HAD PREVIOUSLY * 

79. IN REPLY, I SAID THAT IN INTERNATIONAL DISPUTES IT 
WAS NOT POSSIBLE' JUST TO DEAL WITH PEOPLE ONE LIKES AND 
AGREES WITH. THE' GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC Q? VIETNAM 
IS HERE AND READY TO NEGOTIATE. IT IS A. PRACTICAL FACT 
THAY THEY ARE THE LARGEST AND MOST IMPORTANT ENTITY IN 
SOUTH VIETNAM. I PRESUMED THAT THE FACT THAT 'THE DRV AND 
NLF AGREED TO HAVE THE GVN SIT AT THE CONFERENCE TABLE WAS 
A SIGN OF THEIR RECOGNITION THAT THE GVN WAS ; INDEED A GOING 

-.concern. .(vronrr,* 
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80, I SAID THAT THE' GVN HAD COME HERE TO SEEK A PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT AND REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GVN ARE PREPARED TO 
DISCUSS ISSUES WITHOUT PRIOR CONDITIONS. THE PURPOSE OF 
NEGOTIATIONS IS TO DEAL -WITH THE ISSUES, EITHER SIDE 
SHOULD BE FREE TO RAISE ANY ISSUE IT WISHES. IF THE DRV 
DOESN’T- AGREE TO MEETINGS OF ALL FOUR REPRESENTATIVES, THEN 
I SUGGESTED THAT THEY RECONSIDER MY PROPOSAL THAT WE MEET 
TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF DIRECT CONCERN TO THE UNITED STATES 
AND THE DRV, SUCH AS THE WITHDRAWAL' FROM SOUTH; VIETNAM 
OF NON- SOUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES. THE FRONT COULD MEET WITH 
THE GVN TO DISCUSS ASPECTS OF A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT. THAT 
IS A MATTER FOR THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE TO DECIDE; AND PRESIDENT 
THIEU HAS INDICATED HIS READINESS TO' DO THIS, t ASKED THO 
IF THEY WOULD PREFER THAT HIND OF PROCEDURE, 

! 

81* THO SAID THAT HE REALIZED THAT THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATIO N 
E XISTED IN SOUTH VIET-NAMZaND THAT IT WAS A PRACTICAL , 
■R EALITY. HE SAID THAT WE MUST ALSO RECOGNIZE THE NLF AS 
Thfc MAIN REALITY F DR THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM. NEITHER 

The dTv nor the front accept the warlike and dictatorial 

THIEU/KY/HUONG ADMINISTRATION WHICH REVERES HITLER AS 
THEIR MASTER. THE UNITED STATES WANTS THE DRV AND THE NLF 
TO SIT WITH THAT, HOW, ASKED THO, COULD THEY DISCUSS A 
SETTLEMENT SITH SUCH PEOPLE, AND (EVEN IF THEY DIDllT WOULD 
NOT SETTLE PROBLEMS. j 

82, I REPLIED THAT THEY HAD BEEN SITTING WITH THEM SINCE 
JANUARY. WHAT IT BOILED DOWN TO WAS THAT NEITHER WE NOR 
THE GVN REFUSED TO DEAL WITH THE NLF BUT THEIRi SIDE REFUSED. 
TO. DEAL WITH THE GVN UNDER ANY CONDITIONS, THAT WAS NOT 
NEGOTIATION. THEY COULD SAY THAT THE GVN LIKED'; HITLER AND 
I COULD THINK OF SOME DREADFUL THINGS TO SAY- ABOUT THE NLF, 
BUT SUCH TALK GETSj! US NOWHERE, • 


83. THO REPLIED THAT WHAT I HAD SAID WAS NOT CpRRECT 
BECAUSE ONE COULD NOT COMPARE THE. CRIMES OF T HIE U/KY/ HUONG 
WITH THE JUST STRUGGLE OF THE NLF. THE WORLD AND THE US 
PEOPLE KNEW THIS, AND SUBJECTIVE IDEAS COULD NpT CHANGE THIS 
TRUTH. THO SAID HE THOUGHT THE DESIRE OF THE N^F WAS TO TALK 
WITH A SAIGON ADMINISTRATION .COMPOSED OF PEOPLp WITH .GOODWILL 
WHO WANT TO TALK SERIOUSLY. HOW, THO ASKED, CO)ULD WE HAVE f 
FOUR PARTY MEETINGS WHEN THE NLF WAS NOT PREPARED TO ACCEPT // 
THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION? PENDING THE FORMAT I pN OF A '/ 

S/UQON ADMINISTRATION COMPOSED OF PEOPLE WITH GOODWILL , 
PREPARED' TO HOLD SERIOUS TALKS FOR THE SETTLEMENT OF T HE • -J 
BRODLEM. THE DRV AND US CAN MEET TO DISCUSS /AL 1 j PROBLEMS , 

THO SAID-- NOT ONLY MILITARY PROBLEMS; THO SAID! THAT Wfc, 

S HOULD DISCUSS THE BrOaD RRIKCIPLES OF ALL PROBLEMS AND y, . 
COME TO AGREEMENT. THE DRV AND THE US SHOULD MS'ET TO T 


DISCUSS THE GENERAL' PRINCIPLES OF ALL PROBLEMS; BUT 
WHILE THE DRV AND USCOULD HOLD SUCH DISCUSSIONS ON ALL 
QUESTIONS. NO FINAL SETT LEMENT COULD C6ME WITHOUT _THt, S.VE NT UAL 
PMiTICIPATIOH OF THE FRONT A ND A SAIOOH ADMINIST'KatIUH 
COM P OS EO OF^PE 0 PCE~W 1 T H GO OP W I.L L READY TuK A ggTgEWENTV_ ■ 

” ’ ” \ , === T " DECLASSIFIED [ ' 
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THirn twta WERE' NOT KING-MAKERS* WE DID NOT PUT 

AND IF T HE 0 ftUNS I FOR A EJ D rcfroM N ^lTM E r 1 S VE c 1 KlMl KE VAS ELECTED 
AGAINST HIM who AGAIN IN 1971 AND SOMEONE RUNS 

HIM WHO IS MORE POPULAR, THEN .HE WILL BE DEFEATED* • 

lodge $AID T - HAT IF WKAT TH0 WAS SAYING WAS THAT THEY V.OULD not 
BT 
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tSffiiOT-J ATE WITH THE GVN, THEN I. DID NOT SEE HOW TH 2Y COULD SAY' 
HEY HAD COME TO PAKIS-WlTH GOOD WILL .ABOUT NEGOTIATIONS. IT 
AS STILL A' FACT THAT THEY HAD AGREED TO MEET WITH THE. GVN . 


■NO NEGOTIATE. THE ISSUES ARE THERE AND WE SHOULD! FIND A WAY 
0 NEGOTIATE ABOUT THEM. OTHERWISE l.T WILL BECOME! CLEAR THAT ' 
KEY ARE. NOT SERIOUS ABOUT NEGOTIATIONS AND' H'VfOjULD DE 
HEY WHO WOULD BE PROLONGING THE WAR. AS 'FOR- WHAT. CAN BE 
IISCUSSEO, 1 SAID THAT ANY PARTY COULD RAISE ANY' SUBJECT IT 
IlSHES , • 

•6* I CONTINUED BY SAYING THAT IN REGARD TO INTERNAL POLITICAL 
SftXTKitS, THE GVN IS AND MUST BE A - PARTY TO SUCH QUESTIONS, 
i€ ARE PREPARED TO MEET WITH THE DRV AS WE ALWAYS HAVE BEEN • 

•® DISCUSS MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST AND I WAS SjURE THAT 
iUCtl COULD COME FHOrii-.SUCH DISCUSSIONS. j- * 

57. THO SAID THAT l STATED THAT tyE HAD NOT SET UP; THE. SAIGON 
iUMI !,’j: S TRATI ON AND THE PEOPLE HAD ELECTED THESE ; 

If MGS , l REPLIED that I HAD said w'E WERE NOT ‘KING;- makers, .• . 
JOT THAT THE PEOPLE HAD ELECTED "XINGS.” THO CONTINUED 
5Y SAYING THAT OUR STATEMENT WAS NOT IN. KEEPING WITH 
[EALITY. if WAS INCORRECT TO .SftY-'THAT THE DRV DOES NOT. 

IAV£ GOODWILL BECAUSE IT DOES NOT TALK WITH- THE SAIGON 
IUM1 wl STRATI ON. -IF THO HAD MADE SUCH A STATEMENT [IT WAS 
MTU IRE INTENT OF CHEATING THE CONDITIONS FOR SERIOUS 
ALKC AND GOODWILL FOR A SETTLEMENT. THE DEMAND 1)0 CHANGE 
■'HE SAiCLN ADi-H NISTRAT10N J.S NOT PUT FORWARD .SUBJECTIVELY 
>Y THE -yLF OK THE DRV. IT IS A .DEMAND OF BROAD SECTIONS OF 
M!K ‘PEOPLE , PEOPLE WHO ARE NOT NLF AND EVEN THOSE WHO DO 
Kn AGREE with THE NLF. THO Said THAT THEY COULD NOT' ■ 

I'M FULL TO SUPPORT THE WISHES OF THE PEOPLE. "• 
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SHOULD 


tv '; ■)] {?'! I 1 . 01 ! which the us has __ 

nT. iNv ; 5.M U . l r..i H ^..?Al.G 0 W AilMl M1STUATI0M AND THK FoTH/il? n|ur 

PH V AND y 

IK ATI ON WOULD ' C^r 

- iJtu ^aiqun flomjfTOra m , ‘ 


r/io 


present 


?. AS K, ’ :p B ating this demand of 
r«is , 'rti« 0 ?»5 l, S. l S 1 ?B A Ti o ?.i o T AS..A SWECTIVE 


d. runs 

F fHH 

licTl’r.-il 1, - I S |£ 0H» ADD .«LF HUT as ONE PUT 
1 ' I!lt PEOPLE Of SOUTH VIET NAP) 

J ‘* /<>« «ACE AND. THOSE WHO ’ . • 

werLoence^ 0e 1,16 ? L|r 8UT **»T pkace, .neutral 
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CHANGE 
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TV AND 


FOR 


!:!- I < ?5i!. , 1 ( ' 5UST 0I£ ^ Y ANY RESFOWSIBI LI TY Elf HER 

)VL4i-'iiFTf' <C ^i fvuV- °y W Ul< F0H TH5:: p EHSONNEL OF ]hL' 

) tii-r A /,w-- },i, ‘ 0V *' K » Wt WOULD. WOT, I $AID> EVEN KNOW HO u 

> a.-\.Sich 0 «jF A P^H I0 ^tm«^^ Ql/N t:;vEW WANTED 

iETHArt iS V [MJOVMMMT OF THE REFUsSl^ OF 

IlfEK ON THF f-'nxrrTr. 1H0 HE AND 3 - WOULD NOT 

IUTH* VIET^Li^^HT*^-,! 0 -!-^ 109 11 REPRESENTS THE PEOPLE’ OF. 

HIS • J W0 60 - v £NWWEY?TS HAD AGREED THAT THE 

IE .VI F ALSO^ACKFFn 0 Sh H S? S5? THAT th£ 6V«. WOULD BE THERE * 
'PARfWy CNrtSr^ 0 ;r 5 L L 5 ?rr l{tK,li; *‘ ,WW THE 15KV HAf- 
F Vl"LL U FOT H 5?rnTril5 P ?5 ITI0,V AND SAYS THAT THEY AND- THE 
.V' , K-rt : -.T 0 L l ! ht l? TlATk yITH THE GVl ^' THAT IS REALTY NOT 
° '.' T N0}( CONDUCIVE TO- A PEACEFUL SETTLEWENT.1 ‘ ■ 

AT^ HI I 1 ^nrr'*CT r'kli T0 T0 ANOTHER POINT AND 

oiiLfe:«i # H j%Aj°°roJi 0 ? i}!5l r I H f ft us AND DRV ‘ 1EET ^ discuss' 
'TERES T VI T iHFrt awd' I SS i2. OI 5 C S SS MATTERS 0F MUTUAL 

UGFSlEj' SHOrri n -ie nfei A ?^ ED lH0 WHAT PROBLEMS HjE 
J ^DLO BE DISCUSSED BY THE US AND DRV. > 


•q iO y APPARLWTLY NETTLED BY WAT t w. n 


;-r -rr .Tv CrlG J,<Li} FOUR-PARTY M E 1 1 Nu i I N BAHTS.- VIP 
' 1 The. Y WANTED WAS ' r "' ' — - 


AT "/.MAT 

'‘•’’ Si AND FOR, TjIE PEOPLE 
■’MLc.i’i, I T WAS NOT THAT 
f KRE N C E^ 


,* v» i-i /-» ii ,• 

jsrrnr — x__ 

F SAIGON c r— 


10 SEE RLpreS'ENTATI VES 0^ SAIGON 
•AND FOR A SERIOUS DISCUSSlION OF THE 
THEY DID NOT 'ACCE P.T A' FOtlpl PAR TY 
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'^’0 SAIO that I HAD spoken at length about the • 

CHftnACVEH OF THE THlt-U/KY/ HUONG ADMI NJ STRATI ON AND 1 HAD 
OEf.N I y) OAlUOU A LONG TIME. HE SAID THAT IF I WAS 
HEAL I STIC i SHOULD HAVE LISTENED TO PUBLIC OPINION ABOUT 
THE T HI EU/KT/ HUONG ADM All STRATI ON. HECSNTLY THIEU MADE 
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STRENUOUS EFFORTS TO GATHER TOGETHER POLITICAL GROUPS. 

THE PRESS IN SAIGON HAS SPOKEN ABOUT THESE EFFORTS BY 
TH1EU AND THEY MUST BE KNOWN TO US. "THO SAID -THAT IF WE 
STICK TO THE THIEU/KY/HUON3 ADMINISTRATION WE WOULD MEET 
WITH GREATER POLITICAL FAILURE AND THIS WOULD' BE THE • 
GREATEST ERROR ON OUR PART. 


-DA. THO SAID THAT THE SECOND QUESTION CONCERNED US/DRV 
,■ talks, IN REGARD TO DISCUSSION BY THE U S 

" ATI ID THE DRV. HE DID NOT INTEND TO INCLUDE ONLY QUESTIONS V 




10- PO I NTS PUT FORWARD BY THE NLF . THO SAID THAT HE HAD PUT 
FORWARD VERY SERIOUS AND PRACTICAL PROPOSALS SO THAT THE 
CONFERENCE COULD PROGRESS. HE SAID THAT IF V% STICK TO OUR 
TORTUOUS ARGUMENTS, THEN NO SETTLEMENT • COULD RESULT. HE 
PROPOSED THAT WE CAREFULLY STUDY WHAT HE HAD j SA ID TODAY AND 
SEEK SERIOUSLY A WAY TO REMOVE THE MAIN OBSTACLES TO THE 
CONFERENCE TO WHICH HE HAD REFERRED. ' j 

9S>, I SAID THAT I HAD READ EVERYTHING I COULl|> FIND ABOUT THE 
HISTORY ABOUT THESE PARIS MEETINGS AND THAT j HAD FOUND 
THAT WHEN THE DRV HAD AGREED TO COME TO PARIS IT HAD NOT 
SET ANY CONDITIONS ABOUT. THE PERSONNEL OF THE GVN SUCH 
AS THOSE THO WAS SETTING NOW. THIS LOOKED' LIKE SOMETHING NEW « 


laaaal a 

Wtiuianz. 


06. THO SAID THAT THROUGHOUT THE CONFERENCE ,f HEY HAD ACCEP TED 
THE,., P a i'NClEL^ftJL TO . U Bri A RT Y . r .AL K .S, ...1^715 jCRg.l wERF , N EW ~ 
DEVELOPMENTS. THE SAIGON ADMIN ISTRATION HAD SHOWN 

SELVES TO BE PEOPLE WHO DO NO' 

DISCUSSIONS, WHO REFUSE A COALITCHr 
DUl BM m N L K .-THESE ARE NEW 
THE NLF CANNOT ACCEPT Slid! A GOVERNMENT. 


:at Deal, he proposed that i n • 

JTMDY ALL HE AHQ SAID AND THAT THIS WAS A GOOD POINT AT [ 
WHICH TO ADJOURN T HE MEETING. . 

•• •■ ... : 
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\?T, ] REPLIED I WOULD CONSIDER CAREFULLY WHAT HE HAD SAID 
ADD HOPED THAT THEY WO ULD . DO LIKEWISE WHAT. WE HAD SAID. % 

1 SAID THAT IT WAS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT PRHrSIOETMT^THIEU \j 
WAS READY TO MEET THE NLF AND DISCUSS ALL ISSUES WITH THoM.Jl 

• So* IN CONCLUSION I SAID THAT I INTENDED TO LEAVE NEXT 
THURSDAY NIGHT AFTER THE PLENARY SESSION FOR WSH I N3 TON 
FROM WHERE I EXPECT TO GO TO ATTEND THE MIDWAY 
MEETING. I SAID THAT I EXPECTED TO SEE THE PRESIDENT 
AND HIGH OFFICIALS OF THE US GOVERNMENT. IF THO HAD ANY . 

A! HI IT 10 NAL. COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSALS I HAD MADE HERE TODAY 
IT WOULD DE HELPFUL IF HE LET ME KNOW THIS BEFORE I LEFT . 
PARIS. .1 SAID THAT I- AGREED AS USUAL THAT IF THERE WLRt, 
ANYTHING HE WISHED TO DISCUSS FURTHER WE WOULD MEET AGAIN. 

SO. THO SAID THAT HE WOULD STUDY CAREFULLY WHAT I SAID TODAY * 
UP. SAID HE HAD NOTHING FURTHER TO SAY, AND AGREED THAT 
IF WE HAD ANYTHING FURTHER WE WOULD GET INTOUpH. 
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